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After his colorful life in Germany, he came over to England, where he obtained his MRCP. He then went on to work with world-famous gastroenterologists, such as Sir Francis Avery Jones (founding father of British gastroenterology), George Miceiwicz, President of the British Society of Gastroenterology (BSG); Margot Schiner, inventor of the Schiner capsule for jejunal biopsy; Sir Christopher Booth, at the dawn of British gastroenterology; Sheila Sherlock, renowned Regina Hepatica; Roger William of Kings College; Christopher William, famous colonoscopist; and Peter Cotton, famous ERCP man. In fact, Peter Cotton specifically mentioned Dr Dilawari in his memoir, with a photograph in his book. Peter Cotton once remarked that he has become the grandfather because Dr Dilawari in turn trained Dr Nagi Reddy in India.

Dr Dilawari was working in University College London Hospital when he met Professor P. N. Chuttani, Director of India's Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGI), who at that time in 1976 was searching for a gastroenterologist to work in PGI. After a long search in the United Kingdom and the United States, the PGI selected Dr Dilawari, and he worked there for almost 20 years.

He was the first in India to perform ERCP and to remove gallstones from the common bile duct in 1978. He has been a significant force in introducing ERCP and other endoscopic procedures to many institutions in India. He is a recipient of ISG and ICMR awards for his research contributions to the field of gastroenterology. While at the PGI he was awarded FRCP London in 1983 and Fellow of the National Academy of Medical Sciences (FAMS) in India. He has served as an advisor to the ICMR and as President of INASL. In 1987, he was awarded a World Health Organization fellowship for research in hepatitis, and in 1992, he received the DAAD award from Germany. In India, he trained many fellows who have made their names in the field of gastroenterology internationally; just to name a few: Nageshwar Reddy, who is today one of the world's best endoscopists;, Patrick Kamath from Mayo, who described the Model for End-stage Liver Disease (MELD) score; and Mohamud Khuroo, who discovered the hepatitis E virus. The list goes on.

After his retirement from PGI, Dr Dilawari went back to the United Kingdom and worked in Scotland as a consultant gastroenterologist at Glasgow University. He was awarded the National Health Service (NHS) Merit award for his contributions to the field of gastroenterology. He has held the position of Commissioner to the Commonwealth Scholarship Commission in the United Kingdom for 6 years. Among his other achievements are advisor to the international committee of the Royal College of Physicians, council member of the liver section of BSG, and examiner for MRCP in the United Kingdom and abroad. He has also served as a referee for prestigious journals like *Gastroenterology*, *Hepatology*, and *Gut*. He has been a visiting professor at medical institutions including Stanford, Harvard, National Institutes of Health, Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta, the Royal Free Hospital London, and institutions in Libya and Hong Kong. He has also presented and chaired at international scientific meetings in the United States, the United Kingdom, Japan, China, Australia, Egypt, and of course in India, where he still continues to be as active as ever. He has over 200 publications in peer-reviewed journals and has guided several PhD theses.

Even though he officially retired from the NHS in 2008, Dr Dilawari continues to be active, participating and chairing scientific meetings. He enjoys his life, spending the winter in India and summer in Scotland, kayaking, golfing, and traveling to exciting places in the world. As the saying goes, "Power behind the crown lies in the woman," and in his case the credit goes to his charming wife, Rani (which literally means "the Queen").
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